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UM STAFF MEMBER BIKING FOR BREAST CANCER 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana staff member Meagan Bayless is biking solo from Missoula to 
Ely, Minn., to raise awareness of breast cancer victims and funds for breast cancer research. 
She also wants to demonstrate biking as a viable form of alternative transportation.
The 25-year-old Bayless departed from the UM campus July 6 and plans to make her 
1,400-mile trek across three states in 17 days. Her route will take her through small towns 
across Montana, North Dakota and Minnesota.
Bayless said her trek is dedicated to her father, Stephen Bayless, and her late mother, 
Kay Bayless, who was claimed by breast cancer in 1997.
Kay was a member of the Women on Wheeler (WOW) Women, who took two 
backpacking trips every year. The group’s first trip in 1987 was to Wheeler Peak, New 
Mexico’s highest. This year the WOW Women will make a return trip to the Boundary 
Waters, a popular wilderness area in northern Minnesota. Meagan Bayless intends to join them 
for a July 23-31 canoe trip.
Bayless said her mother took part in WOW’s first Boundary Waters trip and had always 
intended to take her there some day.
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Bayless will donate any money raised from her journey to the Susan B. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation, which is dedicated to cancer research, education and outreach. All such 
donations are tax deductible. To find out more about Bayless’ itinerary, route and other 
donation details, visit the Web site at http://www.geocities.com/momtour2000.
Bayless is an education curriculum specialist for the Earth Observing System Education 
Project, which is funded by NASA to disseminate Earth science imagery and supportive 
curricula to the global educational community.
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Note: Photos are available upon request.
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